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The Seymour of Sycamore site occupies a 12.8-acre parcel of land and is

located at 917 Crosby Street within the northwestern boundary of the

city of Sycamore, Illinois. Seymour of Sycamore, Inc., manufactures

aerosol 'paints, coatings, and chemicals. Activities at this facility

consist of the formulation and containerization of aerosol spray paints.

Wastes generated at the facility include off-specification and waste

paints, and spent solvents. The site is ovned and operated by Seymour

of Sycamore, Inc., the contact person is Richard Gustafson, executive

vice president. The facility has been issued a Resource Conservation

and Recovery Act (RCRA) generator-status permit and has submitted a

Notification of Hazardous Waste Form as required under Section 103(c) of

the Comprehensive Environmental Response, Compensation, and Liability

Act for a non-permitted hazardous waste disposal incident involving the

burial of a trailer and drums of paint waste.

The Seymour of Sycamore plant began operations on July 5, 1963, and is

still in operation. Prior to 1987, historical waste handling practices

at the facility were as follows:

o Waste generated in the plant was transferred in drum quantities

to a dual semi tank trailer.



o A full trailer of waste material was hauled for recycling or

disposal.

o After the trailer was emptied, it was refilled with recycled

solvent and returned to Seymour of Sycamore for reuse.

The plant operated a pair of trailers in this fashion. These practices

were changed in 1987. Waste generated in the manufacturing facility is

now piped directly to two aboveground storage tanks. Seymour of

Sycamore is currently classified as a generator with permit numbers

ILD005100789 (U.S. EPA) and 0370550002 (IEPA).

During an interview with a plant employee, an official from Seymour of

Sycamore became aware that a 2000-gallon capacity tank trailer, one that

had been used to store and haul wastes and recycled solvents, had been

buried on the property in the spring of 1977. The buried trailer was

worn and'had been taken out of use because of age. According to the

facility's records, the trailer was emptied of its contents, except for

residual sludge, and buried in a shallow trench in the northwestern

corner of the property. The facility filed a Notification of Hazardous

Waste Site Form to the U.S. EPA on November 2, 1987.

An environmental assessment was initiated at the Seymour of Sycamore

property in October 1987 by Environmental Resoucres Management North

Central, Inc. (ERM), at the request of Seymour of Sycamore, Inc. The

scope of the investigation consisted of excavation and disposal of the

trailer and drums discovered along side it; disposal of two other tank

trailers no longer being used; an electromagnetic survey; and a hydro-

geological investigation including soil borings, soil sampling, HNu

headspace readings, monitoring well installation, and groundwater

sampling.

The material discovered in the underground trailer was containerized in

25 drums. The trailer was discovered to be in poor condition and per-

meated with numerous holes. Thirty-two drums were also discovered
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buried in the immediate vicinity of the trailer, 24 of which contained

material. These drums were opened, repacked, and disposed of off-site.

All soil from the area around the underground trailer and drums were

staged on plastic. Visibly contaminated soils were drummed for dis-

posal. The remaining 700 to 800 cubic yards of soil were segregated

into five piles and sampled. A plywood and plastic cover was placed

over the excavation, and the excavation pit was fenced.

Chemical analysis results of samples from the soil piles detected

primarily toluene and xylenes, at concentrations up to 27,700 Ug/g and

7,190 ug/g, respectively, along with nine other volatile compounds, and

eight metals, including chromium at 1,800 u/g.

The generalized stratigraphy of the site area consists of approximately

50 feet of silty clay till, underlain by 40 feet of sand and gravel,

underlain in turn by bedrock. During excavation of the tank trailer a

sand lens was encountered at a depth of 8 feet. The sand lens encoun-

tered was 2 feet thick on the south wall of the excavation and 4 feet

thick on the north wall of the excavation. The boring hole program

determined the extent of the sand lens to the south, east, and west.

The upper surface of the sand lens is relatively planar and horizontal.

The lower contact of the sand lens dips northward. Results from water,

soil, and HNu headspace readings from the boreholes revealed a locally

concentrated zone of contamination within the sand lens. The four

monitoring wells installed all extend just below the silty clay till

into the sand and gravel aquifer. Water samples from these wells were

tested for volatile organic compounds, but did not reveal any signifi-

cant results.

A potential does exist for migration of contamination from contaminated

soils to the air through windblown particulates or volatilization of the

contaminants. The quantity of soil remaining on-site, however, is

small; the current status of the piles of soil is unknown.

The most shallow aquifer in the vicinity of the site is a sand and

gravel aquifer 50 feet below the ground surface; the aquifer is overlain

1-3



by a silty clay till. Groundwater flow at the site is toward the north-

west, away from the municipal wells of the city of Sycamore. There are

no private residences located within 1/2 mile of the site to the north-

west, and there is no documentation of use of the sand and gravel aqui-

fer as a source of drinking water. The municipal wells of the city of

Sycamore within a 3-mile radius of the site obtain drinking water from

the deeper Cambrian-Ordovician Unit, which forms the aquifer of concern

(AOC). The depth to the AOC is 129 feet.

There is no apparent surface water migration pathway from the site to

surface water bodies in the area of the site. Surface water runoff from

the site enters a ditch north of the site and is contained in the ditch.

An abandoned elevated railroad bed prevents the water from leaving the

ditch. Because of the terrain slope, there would be little, if any,

surface water runoff to the east, south, .or west of the site.

There is only a minimal threat for the public to come into direct con-

tact with contaminants at the site. Although the site is not fenced,

the waste quantity is small, and no evidence of casual site use was

observed.
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